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We are One in the Spirit 
 

1. We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord.  

We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord.  

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

And theyôll know we are Christians by our love, by our love. 

Yes, theyôll know we are Christians by our love. 

  

2. We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand. 

We will walk with each other, We will walk hand in hand. 

And together weôll spread the news That God is in our land. 

 

3. We will work with each other, We will work side by side. 

We will work with each other, We will work side by side. 

And weôll guard each otherôs dignity And save each otherôs pride.  

 

4. All praise to the Father From whom all things come; 

And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son; 

And all praise to the Spirit Who makes us one. 

 

5. We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord. 

We are one in the Spirit, We are one in the Lord. 

And we pray that all unity May one day be restored. 
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The Baptismal Covenant 
 

Officiator Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Officiator  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Officiator  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. 

 

Officiator  Will you continue in the apostlesô teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People   I will, with Godôs help. 

 

Officiator  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord? 

People   I will, with Godôs help. 

 

Officiator  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in 

Christ? 

People  I will, with Godôs help. 

 

Officiator  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 

People  I will, with Godôs help. 

 

Officiator  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 

People  I will, with Godôs help. 
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Official Acts and Attendance Figures of 

Grace in the Desert Episcopal Church ï 2010 
        

Baptisms    16       

Confirmations   5       

Receptions (from RCC)  3     

Marr iages    5 

Covent Unions   1       

Burials    9        

Transfers In   19     

Transfers Out   13 

       

Attendance for Holy Eucharist 

 

Sunday & Weekday  16,253      

           

     

Attendance for Daily Office 

 

Morning Prayer   361       

Total Attendance  16,614 

 

            



6 
 

 

Clergy Members 2010 

The Revôd Dale Augustin 

The Very Revôd Mary Bredlau 

The Revôd Sherman Frederick 

The Revôd Dr. Jim Wallis 

The Revôd Ann Whitfield 

The Revôd Clelia Pinza Garrity, Deacon 

The Revôd Barbara Lewis, Deacon 

The Revôd Barbara Preas, Deacon 

Rick OôBrien, Postulant 

2010 Parish Vestry & Officers  

Wayne Adams, Senior Warden 

Elected 2008 Retire 2013 

 

Susan Cooper 

Elected 2009-Retire 2012 

 

Ken Droog 

Elected 2010-Retire 2013 

 

Gregory McDermott 

Elected 2009-Retire 2012 

 

Duane Schafer 

Elected 2010-Retire 2013 

 

Rick OôBrien 

Elected 2009-Retire 2012 

 

Steve Winters, Junior Warden 

Elected 2008-Retire 2011 

 

Charles ñWoodyò Woodward 

Elected 2008-Retire 2011 

 

Marge Kosek, Vestry Clerk 

Patricia Holbrook -Seay, Treasurer 
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Those Departed from this Parish in 2010 

 

Susan G. (Bond) Honrath 
September 21, 1952ï February 12, 2010 

 

Florence ñFloò Lily Clayton 
February 4, 1939 ï March 15, 2010 

 

Marilyn Martha Luck  
April 15, 1931 ï April 24, 2010 

 

Kurt Bredlau  
June 17, 1937 ï May 17, 2010 

 

Ray Guerci 
June 17, 1937 ï May 17, 2010 

 

Marie Louisa Patricia Warburton Duncombe 
January 30, 1925 ï August 28, 2010 

 

Madison ñMaddyò B. Graves, II 
July 17, 1946 ï November 2, 2010 

 

Laural K. ñKayò Morse 
October 15, 1943 ï December 5, 2010 

 

Elizabeth ñLibbieò Bussen 
August 9, 1949 ï December 27, 2010 

 

 

May the Souls of the Faithful, through the Mercy of Christ,  

Rest in Peace. 

 



8 
 



9 
 

 

 

 

21st ANNUAL MEETING - JANUARY 31, 2010 

 
The 21st Annual Meeting was held in the new Parish Hall and was preceded by a potluck lunch. 

Approximately 125 people attended. 

 

The Reverend Dale Augustin called to order the 21st Annual Meeting at 12:41p.m.with a prayer 

for the parish and for those departed in 2009. He introduced the new organist/choir director, 

Barbara Buer and invited those who attended the other services to come to a 10:30 service and 

hear how beautifully she plays. 

 

Father Dale asked for a show of hands to approve retaining the appointed replacement of Jane 

Fisher to the vestry. The congregation approved. The By-Laws that were previously passed by 

the vestry, and which Father Dale approved last year, states we will not accept nominations 

from the floor for vestry members. We had three persons running for the vestry and three spots 

open. The following were approved and elected. The new vestry members are:  George DeRoth, 

Kenneth Droog and Duane Schafer. 

 

The next order of business was the nomination and election of the Delegates to the Convention. 

This year the convention will be held in Las Vegas at the Santa Fe Hotel with St. Thomas 

hosting. The Sr. Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer and Clergy automatically attend. After a 

discussion it was decided we would be allowed between 8 - 10 delegates. Father Dale asked the 

floor to nominate about 15 people to vote on. He told the congregation that no funds were 

available in the budget for the convention and he wanted people to decline if they didn't want to 

be nominated. The following people were nominated: Maureen Augustin, Susan Cooper, 

George DeRoth, Harry Allen, Paul Biddle, Rick O'Brien, Robert Vetault, Patricia Craddock, 

Kathy Klein, Kathy Meier, Robert Bridel, Ken Droog, Frank Erwin, Alicia Erwin, and Marilyn 

Jordan. Ballots were passed out and collected after people voted. The vestry will count the 

ballots and the results will be posted in next week's bulletin. The people who receive the most 

votes will be the delegates and the remainder the alternates. 

 

The outgoing Senior Warden, Bob Vetault, spoke on the privilege he felt being elected to such a 

position at his age and to be able to see the Parish Center become a reality. He talked about the 

mission to the moon and how in it we found the earth and related it to Grace in the Desert and 

how we sought the moon and found ourselves. He thanked the outgoing vestry members Jan 

DeRoth and Larry Holmes for their service on the vestry. 

 

Father Dale announced to the congregation that the vestry had voted, unbeknown to Bob 

Vetault, to dedicated the Conference Room in the Parish Hall to him. A brass plaque is being 

made and will be placed on the door to the Conference Room in his honor. 
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Our treasurer, Patricia Holbrook- Seay, presented the budget, noting that we spent $17,000 

more last year that we budgeted for. She asked the congregation to look over the budget and ask 

any questions they had. She noted that the Asking, which is the money that goes to the Diocese, 

is 25% and fluctuates with the amount received by the church. She also stated that it cost 

$35,000 per month to run this parish. A few questions were asked and answered. 

1. Line 113 ï why no figure for internet?  The internet is built into the telephone system. 

2. Line 114 ï why no paper cost included for copier?  Included in 112. 

3. Line 29 - why the decrease?  That is projected income, not expense. 

 

There being no further questions, Father Dale asked for a show of hands of those who approved 

the budget.  It was approved and passed. 

 

Rick O'Brien spoke for the Stewardship Committee and stated that in 2009 we pledged 

$279,000 and in 2010 we pledged $325,000 and how remarkable it was in the worst economy 

most people had experienced that people had supported their faith.  

 

Father Dale announced the new officers for 2010: 

Senior Warden  Wayne Adams 

Junior Warden  Steve Winters 

Treasurer   Patricia Holbrook-Seay 

Clerk of the Vestry  Marge Kosek 

 

He also announced that the Director of Finance would no longer be George DeRoth but will be 

Sue Pickell. 

 

Susan Cooper reported on the Focus Education for Ministry meeting that she and Rick O'Brien 

attended at the Bishop's house. She asked if any members of the congregation had completed 

the EFM course, two people raised their hands. She explained that the Bishop would like to 

have groups formed in the parishes to study this course. It is taught in four parts and runs from 

September to June. More information will be forthcoming. 

 

The meeting was closed at 1:20 p.m. with a prayer from our Aspirant, Rick O'Brien. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Marge Kosek, Clerk of the Annual Meeting 
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FROM THE DESK OF YOUR PRIEST IN CHARGE  

Dear Ones, 

 

A church to lead, a church to follow, a church to belong, a church to 

hold on to, a church to help in time of need, a church of inclusion, a 

church of beautiful music, a church that is Episcopal.  Those must 

have been some of reasons that the chairs of Grace Church were filled 

at 6:00pm and 10:30pm Christmas Eve.   

 

We were blessed the week before on the 19th of December to gather 

as a church family to hear the most famous of Anglican traditions, 

ñLessons and Carolsò.  Our new Childrenôs Choir preformed and 

thrilled the congregation. As a gift to the parish, a marvelous feast was given to all who 

attended in thanksgiving for a wonderful year, a Christmas gift if you will. 

 

The year ahead looks bright as the pledge campaign has netted 156 commitments, shy of 165 in 

2010 which means some have moved, transferred, died, etc (see official acts) and some have yet 

to be called to see if they which to make a commitment to Grace for 2011.  As of this writing, 

the dollar figure is $338,242.00, with loose offering, (plate) that figure jumps to $350,000.00. 

Of course, less than last year, however, just a bit less, last year sitting at the $353 thousand 

mark.  

 

I firmly believe that 2011 will be a banner year for Grace in the Desert as we have so many, in 

fact, very many activities, scheduled in both the church and in the parish center scheduled.  

When I say scheduled, I mean, there is something for everyone.  Young and old, middle age 

alike, something for everyone to participate in.  All one has to do is to look to find what suits 

your needs, your ministry, your mission in life. 

 

Give thanks as I do for a successful pledge and commitment campaign, knowing more will 

arrive in the weeks ahead.  Give thanks for all of those who were among us on Christmas and 

for their thoughts of a church which is Episcopal in every sense of the word.  Give thanks for 

2011, which will be our banner year in moving ever closer to the church in Southern Nevada in 

which to belong.  Grace in the Desert, The Episcopal Church in Summerlin. 

 

Happy New Year to all, 

 

 

 

 

 

          

              Fr. Dale+   
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2010 SENIOR WARDEN 
 

Years come and go very quickly, and as I mature, they pass more rapidly.  Well, 2010 has come 

and gone.  What a year it was for Grace in the Desert!  I think as you read each of these reports, 

you will also agree with me.  I want to offer my appreciation to the staff, clergy and our many 

wonderful parishioners for giving of their time, talent and money to make it all happen.   

 

Respectfully submitted by, Wayne Adams, Senior Warden 

 

 

 

2010 ALTAR GUILD REPORT  
 

The Altar Guild has had an amazing year.  We are very blessed to have the wonderful new 

vestments for the priests and altar.  We are also fortunate to have new holders to protect and 

organize the many new items.  We have three beautiful sets:  green, white and purple for the 

many church seasons and holy days.  These include stoles and chasubles for priests and 

deacons, altar frontals and ambo frontals.  We also have new torches, candles and a special 

holder has been built to hold them.  Other altar items have been added to help with our many 

services. 

 

The Altar Guild is a wonderful group of parishioners who set up and clean up for Grace in the 

Desertôs varied services.   We are responsible for preparing the altar for the numerous services 

on Sundays, Wednesday evening Holy Eucharist and Healing service, special holy days, 

weddings and funerals.    

Thank you to the dedicated Altar Guild team.  

 

Respectfully submitted by, Margie Turner 

Toni Mayberry & Margie Turner, Co-Altar Guild Directors 

 

 

2010 COMMUNICATIONS  

 

Communication includes the Grace Website, e-mail blasting service, e-mail notification of the 

newsletter, the Library, Diocesan communication and formation, photo directory development, 

on-line calendar. 
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NEWSLETTER PRINT RUN  

We started out with the notion that we could cut the print run of the newsletter by soliciting 

folks who might wish to receive their newsletter by accessing the website. We went from zero 

to over 300 who requested this service. He print run has been reduced dramatically. 

 

DESERT BLAST 

Emailing 350 plus parishioners could not be done out of any regular e-mail programs; they 

needed to be done in lots of 50 which was difficult and time consuming. In November 2010; 

we added a donated blasting service for distribution of Parish information and named it Desert 

Blast. Each blast relates to a specific event or announcement and is dated and numbered 

sequentially per day. These are weekly reminders of current church events usually written by 

the organizer and sent in a timely fashion to Susan Cooper and Linda Meadows, edited and 

formatted by Susan Cooper into the web-based blasting service (similar to Constant Contact, 

but less expensive and easier to use). This will continue to be an important part of our 

communication going forward. Emails are still being collected and put into that system. We are 

learning to that PDFs can be attached as well.  

 

VESTRY RECEIVED PARISH SURVEY DATA IN JANUARY  

The last of the Parish Surveys received have been tabulated and the materials are being 

collated. These were distributed to the Vestry for analysis. A report will be provided in the 

second quarter of 2011. 

 

PARISH CALENDAR ON THE WEBSITE  

All known events for 2011 have been put on to the electronic calendar accessible through the 

Grace website. To access the calendar, click on the image of the calendar in the upper right 

corner of the website. If you are interested in the details of an event you will find the end time 

and any notes the organizers wish you to have put in the record. No dates will be put into the 

electronic calendar unless they have been approved by Fr. Dale and Linda Meadows in the 

church office. 

 

WEBSITE 

We have come a long way, but we have a long way to go. Without help from the various 

ministries whose sections are still under construction, we will continue to have blank spots. 

Without timely, correct and complete service schedules, we will continue to have wrong 

information. The webmaster needs someone to help round up this work and people to take 

responsibility for their portion of the site. Suggestions for the website are always welcome. 

 

YOUTH GROUP WEBMASTER SOUGHT  

It has been suggested that we find a young person to create an interactive website for teens. 

This volunteer should come from that population. A teen could receive community service 

credit for doing this 
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GRACE LIBRARY  

Although the first half of 2010 saw great progress in cataloging the Library, other projects took 

precedence the second half.  Marge Kosek and Michelle Hansen were a terrific help and we 

hope to get back to organizing the Library.  We have a fine collection and have made contact 

with the Diocesan Resource Center to enhance our Library needs. 

 

FUTURE PROJECT ï PHOTO DIRECTORY  

It is hoped that we will be able to complete a photo directory for the Parish before Christmas 

next year. Help is needed to coordinate this project. We need a couple of people to assist in 

taking photos and a couple people to handle the coordination and data collection. It is our hope 

to include skill sets of individual members of the Parish. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS COORDINATOR NEEDED  

Going forward Communication will include Public Relations. Someone who is willing to 

identify events and stories that might be of interest to newspapers, radio, TV and other media 

outlets including internet sites. 

 

DIOCESAN COMMUNICATIONS  

The Director of Communication for Grace has been appointed to a three year term on the 

Ministry Development Commission under the direction of The Reverend Jim Beebe. 

The Frensdorf School is one of the main focuses of this Commission. 

  

I also serve on the Good News Bureau (also called Commo) is the diocesan communication 

working Group and includes people throughout the Diocese'. Our work consists of updating the 

Diocesan websites, finding mechanism to ensure better communication from the diocese to our 

parishes. This committee is chaired by Hallie Murphy who is also editor of the Desert Spirit. 

Our Deacon, The Rev'd Clelia Pinza Garrity is also on this committee representing her weekly 

e-newsletter. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Susan Cooper, Director of Communications 

 

 

2010 EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) 

Grace in the Desert ECW was established in February 2010. We started the year with an 

enthusiastic crowd of women numbering 45. We received approximately 20 paid memberships 

during the year. Volunteer board officers, Barbara Schafer, Darlene Albert, Anne Van Culin and  
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Linda Higgins. We held the first election of officers in November and Installation was in 

December. 

 

Events we sponsored:  

Á Game Day and luncheon 

Á Leadership Luncheon with outside speakers 

Á Grad reception after church service  

Á Hawaiian Luau 

Á Spring Mountain Theater trip 

Á Kitchen Shower 

Á Prayer Shawls group 

Á Chili Cook off 

Á Rummage Sale 

Á Spaghetti Feed 

Á ECW Christmas luncheon 

Á Santa Train 

Á Monthly Bingo 

 

 

ECW was also instrumental in catering and supporting two weddings, 3 funerals, helping with 

Lessons and Carols Christmas reception and a choir retreat breakfast and lunch.  

ECW supported and sponsored a night with Family Promise. 

 

Donations were made to the Organ Fund, Childrenôs Choir Robes, St. Judeôs unwed motherôs 

program. S.P.C.A., Red Dress Charity, Christ Church Treasure House,  Parish kitchen fund and 

Remodeling the Parish kitchen pantry.  

 

Respectfully Submitted by Barbara Schafer, ECW President 2010 & 2011 

  

2010 MUSIC MINISRTY  

The choir at Grace in the Desert is a dedicated group of volunteers who love to sing and devote 

a great deal of time to preparing and performing music for the traditional worship services.  

Besides singing at the 10:30 am mass, the choir sang for Ash Wednesday, all Holy Week 

services, the Service of Remembrance, Lessons & Carols and Christmas Eve.  On Christmas 

Eve, besides singing at midnight mass, the choir presented a portion of Handelôs Messiah in a 

concert preceding the mass.  The choir also volunteered their services for member funerals. 

 

The choir rehearses regularly on Wednesday evenings following the 6:30 pm Healing Mass.  

During the summer months, midweek rehearsals are suspended and the ñsummer choirò  
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rehearses on Sundays immediately before the service.  On some Sundays soloists fill in so that 

members can have a little time off. 

 

In August the choir prepared for the start of a new season with a choir retreat.  We met in the 

parish hall on Friday evening for a potluck dinner and some singing and games and continued 

on Saturday.  The retreat gave choir members a chance to spend some time on choral and vocal 

development, as well as a jump start on some literature.  This event will become an annual 

tradition of the Music Ministry at Grace in the Desert. 

 

At the music table on Parish Life Sunday we began the process of signing up children and youth 

to participate in the music program here at Grace by joining our new childrenôs choir.  They 

began rehearsals in October.  They are an enthusiastic group and have already started to add a 

great deal to worship services in which they participate. 

 

Both the adult and childrenôs choirs have new robes thanks to donations by choir members, 

their families, ECW and others.  The Yamaha baby grand piano in the sanctuary was a generous 

donation from the Kelley family.  Besides being used in worship services, the piano has been 

utilized several times for concerts. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Buer, Director of Music and Organist  

 

THE 9:00 AM CONTEMPORARY ñBARE BONES BLUES BANDô 

The 9:00 contemporary ñBare Bones Blues Band,ò consists of Gwen Baccus, Bert Beatty & 

Paul Biddle, with Roz Baccus recently joining us.  At the 9:00am Sunday service, we sing 

everything from traditional hymns to contemporary worship & praise songs, gospel and 

sometimes re-worked blues & standards, as well as some originals.   

Throughout the year, we also perform at various other activities and additional services at 

Grace, such as Blessing of the Animals (sometimes including rain) and the All Saints memorial 

service, as well as an occasional wedding or memorial service.  We had the privilege of playing 

at the fundraiser for Haiti this past spring, along with a few of our musical friends ï Emily & 

Barbara Buer, Janice Alford, Stephanie Smith, Susan Haller & Mary Ashcraft.  (Episcopal 

Relief & Development gladly accepts any donations at: http://www.er-d.org/DonateHaiti )  We 

are also scheduled to play at an upcoming ECW-sponsored ñMardi Grasò event on Saturday, 

March 5, 2011 in the Parish Center.  ñLaissez les bons temps roulerò!!    

 

http://www.er-d.org/DonateHaiti
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We are glad to be a part of the spiritual journey that is Grace in the Desert, and invite you to 

join us at 9:00 AM.  Practice is held most Thursdays at 7:30 PM at the church.  Remember ï 

thereôs a Message in the music. 

Respectfully submitted by Paul Biddle   

2010 OUTREACH 

2010 has been a year of growth for our Outreach Committee. We continued to support many 

families and organizations. 

 

Treasure House ï donations of household items, toiletries and of course volunteers from Grace 

in the Desert. 

 

Christ Church Food Bank ï every week parishioners donate food and local businesses donate 

bread which is taken to the food bank for those in need. 

 

Clark High School ï this year we gave monetary gifts each month to the organizer of CHS 

food for kids program. 

We are hoping next year to have at least one Sunday a month dedicated to collecting food and 

toiletries for this group. Itôs difficult to imagine children in our own neighborhoods going to bed 

hungry but they do and we will continue to grow this mission next year. 

 

Camp ï again this year we sponsored two at risk children to attend the camp at Lake Tahoe. 

 

Thanksgiving Baskets ï we were hoping this year to make up more baskets than last year and 

we did!! Through the support and generosity of our parishioners we were able to fill 48 baskets 

with fresh fruit, vegetables, a large turkey and everything to make a complete Thanksgiving 

dinner. We gave a basket to each of the families we hosted from Family Promise and Gwen 

Baccus and her wonderful family delivered 43 baskets and about 7 shopping bags to families 

who otherwise would not have had a Thanksgiving dinner. 

 

Loose Change Bottle ï we continue to collect change each Sunday and each month we convert 

that change into Walmart Gift Cards to give to parishioners in need. 

 

St Judeôs Ranch for Children - again this year we had our St. Judeôs Angel tree. All of the 

angels had wishes from the kids at this home. We were able to get gifts for all of the children on 

our tree. 

 

Family Promise ï We hosted a total of five families this year, 3 families in May and 2 families 

in October. All of our families have completed the program and are working and in their own  
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apartments. This year we had volunteers from Mt View Presbyterian cook dinner one night. We 

made new friends and more importantly when they saw how well the tents worked they have 

agreed to be Hosts also.  In addition to hosting the families we have given monetary gifts to this 

wonderful organization that will be put to good use supporting their education program for kids. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Denise & Tom Merrick 

 

                                               

2010 PASTORAL CARE REPORT  
 

The Pastoral Care Ministry of Grace In the Desert was begun to serve those who are ill or shut-

in by making hospital or home visits when notified of the needs of our communicants. 

Communion will be given when desired. Teams of two (when possible) will deliver communion 

after being commissioned to do so following the last service on any given Sunday.  

 

Requests for prayers are submitted to Rev. Barbara Lewis at babalew@netzero.net. She 

forwards those requests to the ñPrayer Partnersò and Pastoral Ministry members. 

 

There are approximately twenty persons shown on the email list/serv for this ministry of Grace 

in Desert. They are asked to pray for those in need. Some of these same persons volunteer to 

perform the visits: 

 Rev. Mary Bredlau visits those in Centennial and Mountain View Hospitals 

 Rick Smallwood visits wherever necessary 

 Margo Smith visits those in her area 

Marjorie Turner visits wherever necessary 

Patricia Holbrook-Seay visits wherever necessary 

 

Our greatest challenge is to obtain more volunteers, which can be organized into teams of two.  

We also need updates on the progress of those for whom we are praying. All of us should be 

aware of those who need our concerns.  

 

IF YOU HAVE NOT SEEN SOMEONE IN CHURCH FOR AWHILE, PLEASE CONVEY 

THAT INFORMATION TO EITHER THE OFFICE OF  

THE CHURCH AND/OR REV. LEWIS. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Rev. Barbara A. Lewis, Deacon 
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FROM YOUR PARISH ADMINISTRATOR  

Once upon a time, there was a small group of people who settled in the northwest part of Las 

Vegas.  They all worked toward a common good of knowing Christ and sharing His ñGood Newsò. 

Such perseverance in a small community of Christ is challenging.  We all have our own idea of 

how or the way ñThings Should Be Done.ò  Basically, we are all "transplants" and have brought 

valuable information with us into this community of Grace in the Desertédesert...hmmméa tough 

place to transplant any living organism.  But Grace is growing. This is ñGood Newsò!   

I have seen tremendous progress this past year.  Weôve grown into a beautiful, symmetrical 

network of a team; people working together. Iôm very excited to be a part of it.  

We have our Episcopal Church Women (ECW) in full swing and you have several opportunities 

this year to share in the excitement they have planned for us.  Not only have they enriched us in 

fellowship, their generosity of proceeds have enriched our worship!  

Our Outreach Committee has taken Grace to a whole new and rewarding way of offering grace to 

the unfortunate. Theyôve dug deeper into the community and shared the ñGood Newsò with 

hospitality, fellowship, dignity and grace to Family Promise of Las Vegas and to other needy 

families and organizations year-round.  We have a Bagel Ministryéwould you like to know more? 

Grace has further opened Godôs doors by reaching out and sponsoring weekly 12-step program 

meetings with Recovery Ministries and Friday Night Speaker Meetings, not to forget Paws for 

Reading Program to encourage reading in young people. 

Our Parish Newsletter took a hit in 2010 with the resignations of our two finest editors in Graceôs 

history.  Editors, Bob Vetault and Joanie Stein, who have moved for various reasons, brought 

Words of Grace to a whole new level of being one of the finest newsletters in the diocese.  They are 

sorely missed.   

 Much is in store for 2011. We have a new newsletter-editor! We have weekly classes and monthly 

workshops, adult education and an excellent Sunday Church School. We have choir for all ages, 

Spiritual Enrichment, weekly Morning Prayer, four regularly scheduled masses including healing. 

We have The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Sunday morning breakfast, Book Club, Family Outings, 

Bingo, Movie Night, even Yoga! Our Garden Ministry works our grounds outside as our 

membership grows inside.  Pick a dayéthereôs always something going on. Spread the ñGood 

Newsò! This is what we have worked so hard for and what we will continue to work hard towards. 

My dear, dear Grace Family...another yearé discouraged people of Graceélook to your 

heartséAll of you are treasured Forefathers and Mothers. You had a good idea and made it 

GREAT! We gather to immerse ourselves in Christ. We vow in our Creed weekly and consume it 

at Eucharist... 

Letôs spread the ñGOOD NEWSòé..together!! 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Meadows, Parish Administration 
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2010 QUIET DAYS 
 

Grace in the Desert Lenten Quiet Day:  Saturday, March 13, 2010.  34 of us gathered from All 

Saints, Christ Church, St. Matthewôs, St. Martinôs in Pahrump, and Grace in the Desert. 

 

Our topic focused on Lent as a journey of pilgrims, as pilgrimage and as procession.  Lent is a 

time of movement toward that which has deep meaning.  The words of our contemplative chant 

were based on Psalm 121:  ñBless our going out and our coming in; from this time now and 

forevermore.ò  Pilgrim: a traveler who embarks on a quest for some end conceived as sacred.  

Pilgrimage:  a journey to a sacred place or shrine; a long journey or search, especially one of 

moral significance.  It means going deep inside to see where we need to brush off dusty sandals 

coated with indifference; that is true pilgrimage.  It is true procession: movement from one 

frame of mind to another, from the concept of living on the surface to making life decisions 

based on very deeply-held convictions.  It is movement from one way of thinking to something 

else which has a much more profound meaning.  We considered how the Stations of the Cross 

are an example of how Christ made a pilgrimage through the streets of Jerusalem, carrying his 

cross, meeting sympathetic followers on the way and knowing he will culminate that physical 

pilgrimage at Calvary.  We know what comes after his death.  In ministering to those in need, 

amidst the ugliness of pain, suffering, rejection and death, we find Jesus, and he finds us and 

makes us as his own in love.  We asked for courage to be a Veronica for another.  We chanted: 

ñYou are not alone; donôt give up, I am with you.ò 

 

Grace in the Desert Advent Quiet Day:  Saturday, November 20, 2010.  29 of us gathered from 

the faith communities of All Saints, Christ Church, St. Matthews and Grace in the Desert. 

Our topic centered on the concepts of pilgrim, journey, becoming.  A pilgrim is an unfinished 

piece of work, an unfinished creation of God.  A journey is a process of becoming.  We never 

reach perfection in this life and are continually, hopefully, changing bit by bit, growing, 

maturing, becoming more of what God had in mind when he initially created each one of us.    

One mark of a person continuing to grow is that that person keeps his/her eyes open to God at 

work in the world around us.  There is no graduation from this life-long process.  That is why 

we continue to meet for Quiet Days of reflection at the start of both Advent and Lent, the two 

liturgical seasons of the year which are times of focused ñchecking inò with God to evaluate our 

personal relationship with our Creator.  Advent is the annual reminder that a new start is always 

waiting, that there is always a second chance with God, and that He made us capable of offering 

our fellow human beings a second chance after offences, just as God does for us in our spiritual 

journey. 
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Both our Lenten and Advent Quiet days came to their formal close with the Eucharist, and then 

we journeyed to the Parish Hall for a nourishing meal and conversation with each other to break 

our fast from food and speech. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

The Very Rev. Mary T. Bredlau, Associate Priest at Grace,  

and Southern Dean of the Diocese. 

 

 

2010 SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our Sunday School has had an exciting year, full of growth!  We have dedicated group of 

teachers and we have added a few new ones.  The children are enthusiastic and full of ideas and 

interests. 

We continue to use Living the Good News curriculum along with a variety of resources.  The 

curriculum reinforces the gospel lesson for each Sunday.  

The Sunday School includes programs for 4 year olds up to high school.  We try to group the 

children to plan age appropriate activities.  During this past year we had groups for 4 years olds 

to 2
nd

 graders, 3
rd
 graders to 5

th
 graders, and junior high and senior high meet together, since 

many youths are involved each Sunday as acolytes during Sunday School.  The Church also 

provides a nursery program for children up to three years old. 

Sunday School starts at 10:15 am for small group activities, art projects, and time for group 

discussion pertaining to gospel and curriculum.  The children return to church to be able to 

celebrate the Eucharist with their families. 

Sunday School is a time for the children and youth to be social with their peers, to develop and 

express their faith, and hear the ñGood Newsò.  

We want to thank all the families, children and you who participate in the Sunday School 

programs.  We are also grateful to the dedicated teachers and Wayne Adams who help keep the 

programs going at Grace in the Desert. 

Respectfully submitted by, Margie Turner 
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2010 TREASUERôS REPORT, 

2010 FINANCIAL POSITION  

& ACTIVITIES REPORT   

2011 PROPOSED BUDGET 

It has been another year in which I have had the pleasure of being 

your treasurer.  During this past year I have had the great pleasure 

of working with a great committee for the financial needs of this 

parish.  Fr. Dale has appointed me once again as Treasurer and I am 

looking forward to working with the Finance Committee and the 

Vestry in 2011.   

Faithfully, Patricia A. Holbrook -Seay, Treasurer 
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